DISTRICT 6270 CALENDAR - 2010-2011

(Pleasecheckwebsitefor up-to-datecalenda.)

November 11, 2010 - District Foundation Celebration,
Schauer Center, Hartford, Wi

November 11, 2010 Executive Committee Meeting- M J
Stevens, Hartford, WI

January 14-15, 2010 - Central States Rotary Y outh Exchange
Schaumburg Hyatt, Schaumburg, IL

January 16-23, 2010 - International Assembly Training for
Incoming DG, San Diego, CA

February 1, 2011 - Executive Committee Meeting, M J
Stevens, Hartford, WI

March 4-5, 2010 - Presidents Elect Training Seminar,
WildernessResort,WisconsinDells

April 9, 2010 - District Assembly, Hartford Middle School

DIRECTORY UPDATES

New email addresg(page33):
DaveCarter: Dave.Camr@LauberCFOs.om

New email addresy(page66)
Rick Debe: rick@debeagency.com

New Meeting Location: y
Delavan-DarnRotaryis now meeting at Joseph(3 Steak
House, 2001 North Shore Drive, Delavan

Interact Clubs (page 53)
Nathan Hale High School BWest Allis
West Allis Central High School BWest Allis

Kathy Pohlmann, Manitowoc Sunrise (page 30)
Phone: 920-652-0930; kpohlmann@att.net

SueSippel'slisting (page73)
Phone: 920-242-1185; suesippel @sbcglobal.net

Issue 4/5

Supporting the Rotary Foundation

Creating more efficient methodsof servingandhelping
othersis alargepartof growing RotaryInternationalas
we move forward. We are fortunate to have a very
efficient method to create enorrmous global and local
impact within Rotary. The Rotary Foundation was
created in 1917 by Rotary Internationab sixth
presidentArch C. Klumph, asan endownent fund for
Rotary"to do goodin theworld.” It hasgrownfrom an
initial contribution of US$26.50 only to more than
US$561 million. It is one of the largest anrd most
prestigious international fellowship prograns in the
world.

Charitynavigator.org, rates The Rotary
Foundation with four stars, which is Exceptional,
Qexceeds industry standards and outperforms most
charities in its Cause.O

By contributing to the Every Rotarian Every
Year (EREY) carpaign, you are:
Reducing child rartality
Fighting hunger
Promoting peace and conflict resolution
Basic education and literacy
Eradicating polio

RI also has awardednearly 100 graduateand
professional certificate fellowships in peace ard
conflict resolution between 2007 and 2009, totaling $4
million

The Rotary FoundationO&uture Vision Plan
requiresthat projects keep on giving, long after the
funds run out. Sustainableefforts also should help as
many peopk as possible,respectthe environnent and
local culture, involve grassoots organizationssuchas
Rotary Community Corps, seek input from those
served,and passon the lessondearned.All clubsand
districtsshouldemphasizetraining andthe exchangeof
information so communities can maintain results and

October/Noember 2010

solve problens on ther own. Get ideas from these
successful efforts, each funded bg #foundatiao.

District 6270 will be celebrating all those who
have given generouslyto the Foundation, Thursday
evening,Novenber 11, in Hartford. As Community
leadersyou are askedto give to many causeson a
continuingbasis,supportingthe RotaryFoundatiorputs
the financia muscle behind our commitment to make
the world a better place to live today andwell into the
future.

PaulL. Decker
District 6270 Governor 2010-11

Wanted DRotarianstojoin theVision

Facilitation Team

In January2009, District 6270 embarkedon helping
Rotary Clubsdeternine andplan their own future with
the Vision Facilitation process. The team has
conductedover 15 sessionswith clubs so far. We are
now opening the team to others. We need more people
to be part of the District team Dutiesinclude: being
the lead, runner, scribe, extractor, sumnarizer and
cheerleader.

The work is rewarding, exhilaratingandat times
exhausting. This serviceis providedwithout a fee to
clubs. Clubs needto purchae supplies and make the
commtment neededto do the processand then the
follow-up that is needed.

If you are interestedin being a Vision team
player B please contact PDG Tamie Koop at
tkoop@wi.rr.com




DISTRICT FALL SEMINAR

> v, N
Rotarians attending District 6270 Fall Seminar Plenary Session at
Hartford Middle School, Saturday October 30, 2010

Rotarians Enjoying Breakfast at Hartford Middle School

On a gorgeous fall day that just happened to be a
Badger Football bye, 176 District 6270 Rotarians,
Rotaractors and Interactors converged on Hartford Middle
School for the Fall Seminar. Working the registration desk
wasArea C AssisaintDistrict GovernorLee Prellwitz. After
a great breakfast arranged by Karen White and Marty
Magnus of the Plymouth Club, Rotarians got down to
business in the first Plenary Session lead by DG Paul and

District Trainer Alici a Nickols. The plenarysession'subject

was Servant Leadership. Paul told us that moral character
enables us to inspire others and to improve things.
Leadership is not a position, but a process, made easier by
inspiring your fellow Rotarians. DG Paul related spending
one hour and 48 minutes with RI President Ray Klinginsmith
in a one-on-one conversation on the Lake Express Ferry.
Ray is very concerned about making Rotary better,
and servant leadership is one of the tools to make this
happen. DG Paul then asked us if we took Servant
Leadershipto our businesessince this techniqueworks so
well with Rotarians. In closing, DG Paul described
the attributesof a Servant_eadersuchaslistening,enmpathy,
awaeness, persuasionand comnitment. DG Paul also
described RI President Ray's theme, "Building Communities,
Bridging Continents’ for 2010-11.

Rotarians then had the choice of 8 different break-
out sessions such as The ABC's of Rotary, Polio and You
and Rotary Community Corps during the first break-out
period. The second break-out period had 9 different
choicessuchas How Givers Gan, Youth Protection, "Our
World, not as it is, but as it should be" and Interact WI
SKY PE with Interact California.

The closing Plenary Session, led by DG Paul, was
about why Rotary International is the service club of choice.
Leveraging technology such as Facebook, Twitter and robust
websites for Rotary Clubs are tools to make this happen.
"We are a 21st Century Organization that needs to
look forward to attracting the right people for Rotary"
concluded DG Paul.

A

DG Paul Decker leading song at end of District Fall Seminar,

SHELTERBOX UPDATE

We are very fortunateto live in a county where shelter,
clean water and modern conveniences are often taken for
granted. What would your world be like without a home,
clean water and the ability to serve your family needs? This
is what peoplein a disasterface every day. Disastes never
have a holiday Bthey can happen 365 days ayear.

Shelter Box has been involved in 19 natural disasters
this yearalone,with four still activedeployments. The need
is dtill great and we need individuals, groups and
organizations to open their hearts this Holiday Season.

ShelterBox@ fiscal year ended June 30. Out of 158
Rotary districts involved with this program our District 6270
was 7" in the country with almost $160,000.00 in funds
raised. We need to keep this ball rolling. Wouldn® it be
great if each club could purchase a ShelterBox during this
Holiday Season®hata gift for a family suffering from the
ravage®f a disaster. It doesnGhaveto bewrappedin fancy
paperE a GREEN Box will do just fine.

Dan Christianson
ShelterBa USA District Coordinator

District 6270 Group Study Exchange with
District 2060 of Italy

District GovernorPaul Decker has announcedhat D
6270 has agreedto a Group Study Exchange(GSE)
with D 20600f Italy. We will be hostingthe GSEteam
from D 2060 in May of 2011. D 2060 will be hosting
our team in the May/June time frame of 2011. These
dates will allow both teams to attend the District
Conferences in their host countries.

The GSE programof The Rotary Foundationof
RotaryInternationalis a uniquecultural andvocational
exchange opportunity for young business and
professionalmen and women betveenthe agesof 25
and 40. The program provides travelgrantsfor teans of
participants to exchange visits between paired areas in
differentcountries. For four weeks team members
study the hog country@ ingtitutions and ways of life,
observe their own vocationand exchange ideas.

Individuals who participae in this rewarding,
once-in-a-lifetime experience will return home with a
broadenectultural perspectiveand new understanding
of a nationOshistory, language, comnerce, and
governnent.

GSE teams consist of one Rotarian team leader
and four non-Rotarian young business and
professionalsmen or women. If you are interested in
being a team leader on this GSE to Italy please
conplete a Team Leader Application and sent it via
email to Jan Constable at jrconstable@sbcglobal.net

If your club would like to nominate a young
businessor professionaiman or women for one of the
team member positions please have them complete a
TeamMemberApplication and sentit via email to Jan
Constable.

Both the Team Leader and Team Member
Applications can be found on our DistrictOsvebsiteat
rotary6270.org Team leader applicatiors needto be
submtted by November 24, 2010. Team member
applications need to be submitted by December 4, 2010.
Interviews for the team leader and team member
positions will be held in December 2010.

If you have questions or need additional
information please contact Alice Sedgwick at
ssedgwick@vi.rr.com or Jan Constable at
jrconstable @sbcglobal.net

GSE TEAM INTERVIEWS

Jan Constableand | are happyto announcethe dates
and location for our GSE team leader and team member

interviews for our team going to northern Italy in

May/June, 2011.

The Team Leader interviews will be held on Sat.
Decenber 4th. Time to be announcedwhen we see
how many applicationswe receve, but usuallybeginat
8:30in themorning.

The TeamMemberinterviewswill be heldon Sat.Dec.
11th. Again, the time will be announced depending on
number of applicants but we usually beginabout8:00
in the morning.

Both sets of interviews will be held at the Moraine Park
TechnicalCollege,West Bend canpus. The campuss
located at 2151 N. Main Street,eéf Bend.

Please begin contacting any possible candidatesor
organizations that might be interested in participating in
our2011GSEprogram

Please send all completed applications to Jan Constable
at jrconstable@sbcglobal.net

There is much information about GSE on the Rl web
site www.rotary.org Click on ServiceandFellowships
at the top and scroll down to GSE. Application forms
andall informationcanbefoundthere.

We will keepyou updatedas we receiveapplications
and we trug many of you will be able to attendthe
interview sessions.Thank you for your commitment
and assistancewith our District 6270 Group Study
Exchange.

Alice Sedgwick, District 6270 GSE co-chair



POLIO PLUS COMMITTEE

REPORTING.........
Sunday, October 24, 2010 is World Polio Day as determined
by the UN. Plansomethingspecal with your club to create
anawarenss in your comrunity that Rotary wantsto END
POLIO NOW in theworld.

For the week leading up to this event, the Rotary
Foundation will be offering 2 for 1 recognition credit for
every contribution of $100 or more made to polio-on-line.
This opportunity will be open to al Rotarians worldwide for
one week.

Tota Cases as of October 6, 2010:

Y ear to Date: 2010 2009
Glabaly 682 1087
- in endemic countries 120 827
- in non-endemic countries 562 260

The end isin sight....we cannot let up on our efforts
and financial support. Rotarians need to educate those in
their communities aboutpolio andwhat a terrible diseaset
is, and that if there were to be an outbreak any place in the
world, it could come back to this country in one plane ride.
Also, we need to get the citizens of our communities to get
involved financially in supporting putting an END TO
POLIO.

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation awarded
Rotary Foundation a total of $350 million in two challenge
grants to help end polio. In response, Rotary has committed
to raising atotal of $200 million by June 30, 2012. Recently
we passed the $146 million mark on our way to the $200
million Challenge. We can do it. Rotary is calling on each
club to raise $2000 each year for 2010, 2011, and 2012.
Some clubs have come up with some unique ways to raise
the funds, and we will be sharing those and others with you
on October 30th in Hartford.

Let'sEND POLIO NOW.........

Monica Phillip, Chair

DELAVAN DARI EN ROTARY CLUB

Delavan-DarienRotariansloeTroast(C) andJim Conroy
(R) serving spaghetti dinner at Delavan Darien High School,
October 19, 2010

The Delavan Darien Rotary Club, in conjunction
with Delavan Area Schools, served a homemade spaghetti
dinner on Tuesday, Oct. 19 at the Delavan-Darien High
School. More than 250 meals were served to benefit
Delavan Area Schools and Delavan Darien Rotary Club
Projects such as scholarships and polio eradication. The
Delavan Darien Rotary Club will celebrate its 88th
anniversary in  November of 2010. Established in
November of 1922, Delavan was the 1,277th Rotary Club
established. There are 34,000 clubs worldwide today with
1.2 million Rotarians. Delavan-Darien Rotary Club®
websiteis: Delavan-daenrotaryorg and they are also on
Facebook.

Attorney Brian Schuk

At its first meeting at Joseph's Steak House, 2001 N.
Shore Drive, Delavan, the Delavan-Darien Rotary Club
heard Delavan Attorney Brian Schuk speak about Landlord-
Tenantlssues Brian,a UW Milwaukee and Marquette Law
SchoolGraduatejs a partrer in the Delavanfirm of Wassel,
Harvey & Schuk, LLP. Brian's practice spends a lot of time
on Landlord-Tenant Issues. Brian said the top three things
he tells Tenants are: 1. Always pay your rent. Your name
becomes public when a lawsuit is filed if you have not paid
your rent. Also, it is very hard to go to court and win when
the first question the judge asks is. "did you pay your
rent?’. 2. Do your inspections. If a tenant has a
problemwith a maintenane isste, ask for an inspection. If
you can't afford one, ask a municipal inspector to do the
inspection. 3. Documentation, Documentation. Don't use
the phone. Send letters or email. Keep paper copies of all
contact with your landlord. Videotapes are particularly
effective with maintenance issues, Brian staed. For
landlords, Brian's top three list: 1. It's not a hobby. When
you rent property, do not treat it as a hobby. Make it
professional and get a property manager if necessary. 2. Get
a lease. This sounds obvious, but a good lease is very
important. The Wisconsin Realtor's Association
has a good generic lease available online. 3. Don't take a
security deposit. Brian sdd the legal problens associated
with securiy deposits are not worth the trouble. He
recommended charging, for example, $700 per month rent,
due by the 1st of the month. If paid on time or early, the rent
would be discounted to $500. This motivates tenants to pay
on time. Finaly, Brian noted that landlord tenant law
in Wisconsin is very tenant favorable. His website is:
www.wisconsinevictions.comThe Delavan Darien Rotary
club can be found at Delavan-darientrotary.org

OUTBOUND YOUTH EXCHANGE

The following letter is from Maddie, a current outbound
exchangestudentfor the district spendinga yearin Brazil.
The letter showshow the exchangeprogran affects the lives
of those involved.
Dennis J Swetlik
D6270 Outbound Coordinator

| receivednumerouse-mails in the pastfew weeksdealing
with the monthly updates of the exchange students who are
arriving in their host countries in the end of August and
beginning of September, and realized that | haven® been
sending them out in my first 5 months here. While |Qe been
writing on my blog sporadically, there hasn® been much sent
directly to CentralStatesRotary.

Right now, | will write up a detailed review of my
timein Brazil becausé find it importantthateverybodysees
what 1®n up to and how 1®n coping with the complete
change of lifestyle, culture, and reality.

In these past few months, | have had the most
incredible, life altering experiences that | could ever have
imagined. Hopefully they are the first of many to come. First
and foremost, | spent a week and a half in the Amazon
rainforestand it was absolutelyphenomenall stayed two
nights in a hotel in Manaus (a big city in the middle of the
Amazon) and the rest of the time was spent floating on a
boat up the Rio Amazonas and Rio Preto, two rivers that
merge and form a sort of border because of the solute within
them thatdoesn®mix. You canseewhere oneriver endsand
the other begins, .it is redly, really neat. We travelled with
two large boats and a handful of canoes. On one large boat,
therewas an areafor sleeping,hanging out and travelling,
while the otherwas solely for meal time. The boatswould
float up next to one another, attach and wait for al 50
exchangers to pass over, and while we ate, the boats would
detach, continue on the journey, and the staff would put
away our hammocks and tidy up a bit. The staff, | should
say, was mawelous. They spentslegplessnights staying up
with a handful of really, realy ill students, taught us
everything and anything we wanted to know about the forest,
kept things under control while encouraging fun, and made
friendships with the exchangers that will never be forgotten.
One man in particular, Josefet, told stories of the village that
he grew up in and sparked an interest within me and another
girl from Australia, Jess, to help volunteer or work with the
people and the nature in the forest. We have maintained
contact with him through brief internet use to this day.
Speaking of the Australians, they conmpletely outnunbered
the other foreigners on this trip. While there were people
from every country on the boat (from anywhere! South
Africa, India, Germany, Poland, Canada, USA, Denmark,
Taiwan, Sweden, Japan, China, Thailand, France, Belgium,
Mexico, etc.), everybody communicated in English or
Portuguese, and the boat literally became one enormous
family by the end of the trip.

In the days that we spent on the river, the boat would
continuously stop and everybody would change into bathing
suits and jump off the edge into the Amazon River for a
swim. We swam with pink dolphins in front of the sunset,
caught aligators and piranhas in canoes, had a campfire on a
deserted graveyard beach, sang music and played
instruments every night under the stars (which were
UNBELIEVABLE becawse of the lack of light pollution),
dept in the forest for one night, bathed in insect repellent,
wrote music aboutgettingsick from the differentbacteria(3
bathrooms for 50 exchange students, over half of them very
sick: ick), hiked through the forest and learned about the
uses of the different trees and plants, let ants crawl all over
our hands, and afterwards rubbed them in to get rid of our
humanscent, wentswimming under waterfalls and exploring
in caves throughout the middle of the night, hung out with
monkeys and doths, ate fruit directly from the tree that we
picked up on a canoe, made excellent friendships with the
Indigenous tribes that were open to share their culture, sang
a "This Chrigmas"to a tribe after they welcomed us with a
song of theirs (in the month of May), ate the most delicious
fruit that IQre ever eatenevey single day, made braceles
and other things with the aeai seedsof the foreg, learned
how to make their food...I went seed/flower collecting with a
darling Canadian girl, hung out with everybody al day,
every day, and for one night slept underneath the stars
outside of the canopy because it was more comfortable and
awoke the next morning to dolphins swimming in front of
the sunrise, which was composed of a mixture of every one
of therichestcolorsiGre everseenin my life.

In short, it was the most life altering, fulfilling,
wonderful and maturing experience that Qe ever had. Well,
equal to some others that 1&e had here. In the past few
months, along with learning the culture and making
wonderful friendships, |@e gone to afavelawith my friend@
mom to help out. IOe begun teaching English classes to a
group of beautiful little children who haven® better means to
learn and are failing their public school classes. | trandated
for the program Shelter Box (which is joined with Rotary)
that sent two marvelous individuals from England, where
Shelter Box originated, to help set them up. | transated the
stories of the people who lost their homes in the flooding, for
whom the Boxeswere sent, and made excellent friendships
with them. | set up more than 40 tents every day and met the
most incredible individuals of my entire life. 1&e been lucky
enough to meet two wonderful groups of exchange students
becausef my different exchangdiming. Also, | helpedout
struggling friends by buying food and bringing it to their
houses. During the first half of my exchange, | have learned
huge amounts about the human spirit, about myself, about
greed and power but primarily, about how humanity really
unites when it needsto, and more than anyhing, | have
learned of the force of love, learning, creativity and the
importance of thinking outside of oneself.Humanityreally is
a beautiful, shining force that hasthe power to changethe
world. Thereareloadsof peopk living without food, clean
water, and shelter, but when everybody gets together (in
Palmares,AguaPretaandMarial, therewereus 3 foreigners,
people from the government, volunteers from Recife,



(Maddie® letter Dcontinued)

membersof the community, childrenandadultsalike) when
peoplegettogetherandreally work for a bettercause there
is such a feeling of absolute success, of hope and of faith,
that 1®n sure there is no way humanity could ever amount to
something less than spectacular.

Rotary has donated money and food to a community near to
where | live, and this is where | am teaching English. | was
at a Rotary lunch and listened to them talking about a school
of sorts that they had helped create, and asked if | could see
it. Marcelo, an especidly involved Rotarian with the
exchange students, took me there and showed me around.
Thereis a small library, a computer and sewing room where
clas®s are given, a playroom for small children and a
gymnasium area. Thereis alsoa regular classroan. Whenl|
sawthis, | aked Marceloif therewas any way | could start
teaching English to a group of students,and he suggested
that | teach 5 or 6 students from the ages of 8 to 12. | went to
Livraria Cultura with him, a bookstore in the middle of the
city, bought two books on English grammar and started
classes the next week. So far |Qe given about 7 or 8 classes,
and | absolutely love it. The children are hilarious, eager to
learn, charming little bundles of humor and | can® wait to
give my lesson today after school )

| started dance classes after 2 months here, and haven®
stopped since. 1t@ a passion that | didn® know | had, but
have discovered here and | Qe absolutel fallen in love with
the diverse group of people there, the place, and the forms of
dance. | am learning Forro, Zuci, Samba, Bolero, Salsa,
Modern dance and alittle bit more but that@ basically it. The
people are warm, friendly, loving, patient and kind, and | am
there sometimes up to 4 times a week.

| began mandolin classes last week (bandolim, in
Portuguese) and met a group of kids more or less my age
who I® be playing with. | really enjoyed it, so wed see how
this goes becausel@e only been there once so far :)

Today, IGn goingto anotherdanceplace thatteacheslances
types that are only from this area of the country. They are

really culturd and alot of them have African influence and

involve drumming. | am REALLY REALLY excited for

this!

Also, 18n going to Ocircus@®vice a week and learninghow

to do trapeze, tight rope walking, acrobatics, trampoline,

clownery, and that really awesome thing where the two

chords hang from the ceiling and you basically dance with

them up in the air. It is REALLY neat. | love every second

of it, and I®n proud to say that as a result of most of my

cultural activities being rather physical, and how my beach

time is while the sun setsor risesand IGn running, | have
avoided the ridiculous amount of exchange weight gain

without cutting myself the experience of the delicious food

:D

Let® see...| e been making the most wonderful friends and
going out with them often. My family is wonderful, but |

think 1®n going to have to change soon. | am excited,
becausat will be a wonderfulexperienceput |Ovebecane
really closewith themard it will be difficult. | talk to the
maid every night for at least an hour before | go to bed. My
host mom is wonderful, but she® usually pretty busy and so
Edilene,themaidin the house hasrealy becone like a host
mother to me. | got lice here (the one and only time that Qe
wanted to go home was when this happened. | spent the
entirenight bawlingmy eyesout, askingif | couldjust shave
my head, while they smiled, comforted me and told me it
wasnomal. NORMAL! ugh.| almostdied,really). Anyway,
she helped me with that, taught me how to cook Brazilian
foods, and has given me some of the most heartfelt advice
IQe ever received. | took the bus with her one Saturday
morning and stayed the weekend with her family in
Ribeirao,a city about2 hoursawayfrom hereby bus.They
acceptedme immediately asa family member and | felt so
comfortable in her house that 1@n dying to go back. She
spends the week here, without her family, as a sacrifice for
the schooling of her children. She is incredible and told me
that she likes living more in this house now that she has
somebody to talk to. | feel the same.

Palmares, Marial and Agua Preta are inland cities
that were almost completely destroyd becauseof the
flooding. There were bridges swept away, demolishing
everything in their paths, and countlesshomes torn down by
the force of the rivers. One Wednesdaynight, a Rotarian
named Leandro called my host mom and asked if | would
like to leave at 6:00 the next morning and travel with him
and a group of other Rotarians to Palmares, with the
objective being to trandate for the English ShelterBox
volunteers who had arrived that day in Pernambuco. Clearly,
| readily accepted and began to pack. When | got there the
following morning, we went to the sites and checked out the
tentsthat had alreadybeensetup. Within 5 minutes,l was
trandating stories of the families that lost their homes for
Chris and Laura from England. | spent al of 6 days
trandating for people from the government, families,
children, workers, and Rotarians. On top of that, | set up
ShelterBox tents from 7 30 in the morning until 5 at night.
The work was physicaly demanding, mentally exhausting,
but emotionally rewarding and pleasurable all at once.

The first family that we talked to had the most
memorable story (although evenpody told of occurrences
equally devastating) and they touched me so remarkably that
they will always have a place in my heart. Chris and Laura
went to their tent and began trying to communicate with
them, and after a few seconds called me over. In this tent
lived a family of four (very few people in comparison to the
other tents). The mother, father, elder brother and younger
sisterare all sharingthis camping-like tent as a home and
will probaby staytherefor oneor two years,dependingon
the circumstances. They lived in a two story houseon the
first floor close to ariver. During the flooding, the first floor
filled up completely with water, and the mother and brother
managed to escape while the father and daughter remained
trappedinside. In a desperatettanpt at escapethe father
put Brunna, his daughter, on his shoulders and tried to swim
out of the house. When they had amost freed themselves,

(Maddie® letter Dcontinued)

therewas anelectria shack thatsenther fatherflying out of
the house, and left her imprisoned inside. She stayed on the
2nd floor of the house with water up to her knees, without
food or clean water, for three days and three nights. Alone.
A 10 year old girl without anybody, frightened, cold and
hungry, stuck inside while her parents tried frantically, the
entiretime, to free her. The mother describedt asthe worst
3 days of her life, and they expressed their fear with a
sincerity that broughttearsto my eyes. In the end, they
managed to get her out and as a family they lived inside one
of the many schools opened up for dismantled families
throughout the flood destructed towns, until shelter box
arrived and they were given atent. | am without the correct
words to tell anybody aboutthis angelic family, becausd
feel as though I®n taking away their absolute purity by
trying to stuff theminto a news-likestory. While talking to
them, the mother said that it was her biggest dream to travel,
to which the fatherrepliedthat everything startsasa drean.
| attestedexplaining how Brazil was only a dreama year
ago but | worked, studied and made it happen. | just want to
spread their story. Traveling, for her, isn® possible at the
moment. If | tell their story, in away, they are traveling to
Wisconsin and whatever other places | happen to be able to
post what happened to them.

While the demolition of their home is heartbreaking,
the part that touched me most was their unbreakable
strength. Had you seen how Brunna jumped up and down on
the mattressinside of hertent whenl explainedto themthat
it was theirs to keep and have forever, seen how the entire
family hugged us and called us angels, seen the absolute
honesty and purity of the childhood that she still had gripped
in her hands,the happinessyou would have neverguessed
that they had been through anything even remotely
devastatingTheyaresomeof the happiest individuals | have
evermet. They aregenerousgive while they havelittle, and
this little girlEshe really is so special.Shehasthis wisdam
that makes me feel as though she understands without
needing to be told. | think she had it even before the incident
of the flood. She can® read, can® write at the age of 10, but
she understands life more fully than the majority of the
people |Qre met in Recife. She stayed glued to my side the
entiretime | spentthere.Her family gave me a little saint
statue, that they said would aways protect me, and Brunna
had her father take off aring of hers from a chain on his neck
and give it to me. | keep it with me always, on a chan
around my neck. She is so specia to me and | will aways
think of herasa sister.Whenthetime came to leavethesite,
there was a group of 10 or so children, yanking me back,
calling me OtaO(aunt),and askingme pleaseto stay, plea®
to play with them alittle longer. Brunna and alittle boy were
the two that stuck with me. | pointed to the first star that
comes out every night in the sky, and told them that
whenever they look at it, to remember that | am looking at
the same star, thinking of them. Down and to the right of the
moon. | don® know if they remember, but | won® forget.
Shetold me repeatedlythat | was her sisterand shewould
never forget about me. | have been trying for the last few

weeks to return, but haven® managed just yet. 1@n confident
that 1@ go back when the right time comes.

I managed to cry only twice while working with ShelterBox.
The first was during this story, and the second was while
telling a woman with a falling house that we couldn® give
her, or the other 400 people in the same situation, the tents
thatthey wantedbecauseherehad been a huge forest fire in
the neighboring state that left hundreds of families homeless,
and as she gtill had a home, she wasn@® the top priority. It
made me sick to my stomach, but she understood and gave
me a hugasl left, telling me goodluck and thankingme for
thetime | took to look at her house. It was difficult because |
had no say in the situation B1 just had to break the news. It is
really, really unfair. | learned alot in this experience. Shelter
box really is an incredible program that | would like to do
more work with in the future. Upon my return to Recife, it
was like being struck in the face. Here live millions of
people in high rise apartments, without thinking of the
poverty outside of their front door? 1®n lucky to have grown
up in Elkhorn, Wisconsin, where there isn® stark poverty
and | haven® become emotionally hardened to it. | am not
used to seeing people without homes. | feel sorry for them
and have the desire to help, not run away. Who knows if 1@
be different had | been raised here, where it is just another
part of daily life.

It was really lucky, how this all turned out. About a
weekafter| really becamefluent in Portuguesea few days
after | had been dying for volunteer work, Leandro called
and asked me to participate in this excellent opportunity.
How could | resist? In the process, | met the most
ingpirational individuals from England who showed me what
it is like to live the life that 1&e aways wanted to. They
guided me within the week we spent together, and | am surer
of myself asa result of it. Everything that| want in life is
possible, | just have to want it badly enough.

I®n not sure if the way | wrote about this did it any
justice, but at least | tried.

As of now, I'm in the process of working on college
applications (which are tricky from overseas) and as a result
of this experience | think | would like to do something along
the lines of Journalism, International Studies, Foreign
Language and Literature, or Cultural SciencesMy first half
of the year has gone faster than | could have ever imagined. |
have loved living fully within every minute, and | plan on
doing as much aspossiblein thesenextfew months.l have
littletime left, but | will take full advantage of every second.

Sofar, this hasbeenthe bestexperiene of my life. |
canonly hopethatit will be the first of manytravek.| am
more confident,self assurd, and perceptiveghan| waswhen
| arrived. I'd like to say thank you to Rotary and to my
parents for the opportunity.

All my love and gratitude,
Maddie



